‘My Africa Reads’ is a memoir that looks back at my reading history. The
‘Preamble’ identifies authors who influenced my worldview during my
secondary and tertiary education in the UK and who remained my
companions during the first decade of my return to Nigeria. From this
immersion in Eurocentric literature, the memoir progresses to my encounter
with postcolonial African literature in the collective setting of the Africa Book
Group (ABG), which I joined in 2002 and led from 2014 to 2018. The memoir
looks at authors and literature that the international women of ABG have
engaged with, and at meetings at which guest experts spoke on aspects of
African studies and affairs. It highlights the power of ABG—a shared reading
experience—to advance that part of my cultural liberation facilitated by good
postcolonial literature and open, unconstrained discussions with other
women.
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